LESSON 2

ETHICS WITHIN COMMUNITIES
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ETHICS WITHIN COMMUNITIES

OBJECTIVE
By the end of this lesson, participants will be able to:
¢ Define a “community”
* Assess the ethical barometer in their higher education community

® Describe how future challenges will test our ethics

OPENING

In our first session, we explored our own predisposition for ethical decision making, the
ethical barometer in our society, and why ethics is important to us now and in the future.
Today we will look at ethics in higher education and our local college/university commu-
nity and determine if we believe the ethical barometer is rising or falling. We will also
consider what we can do to improve the quality of life in our community:.

STRATEGIES

Based on student research on the Internet (if assigned) or on student observations, begin
small-group discussions of the ethical barometer on college campuses nationwide. Hand
out the Ethical Barometer on College Campuses worksheet. Ask participants to cite
instances of the rising or falling of this barometer among college students. As a large
group, solicit opinions and use a board or flip chart to list evidence of either position. Ask
students to draw conclusions realizing that not all evidence has been presented.

Next, focus attention on the worksheets, Community: A Work in Progress and
Community Interview Questions. In small groups, ask students to share responses and to
determine if the ethical barometer in their own campus community is rising or falling.
Have each group share their positions with the larger group. Ask what we can do about
it, and list these ideas on a flip chart for use at the end of the class.
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KEy QUESTIONS

e What evidence is there that the ethical barometer is rising or falling on college
campuses nationwide?

e What evidence is there that the ethical barometer is rising or falling in our campus
community?

e What can we do to improve the quality of life in our community?

CLOSURE & TRANSITION

While we may not all agree on whether the ethical barometer is rising or falling in col-
lege campus communities, we do agree that ethical awareness is important for the future
of our world, and that our decisions and actions will influence this future. But what else
do we need to learn in order to overcome our differences and to come to some consensus
on how to live together as a community on this planet?

HOMEWORK FOR LESSON 3

e Have participants read the handouts on moral dialogue and cooperative argumen-
tation.

e Assign the book, Character is Destiny, by Gough and ask students to note reflective
responses in their journals.

L.ESSON ASSESSMENT: REVISIONS FOR NEXT TIME




2. Ethics within Communities

Building Ethical Fitness

CoMMUNITY: A WORK
IN PROGRESS

WHAT IS A “COMMUNITY"?
The dictionary presents a number of definitions of community. Here are some of the most
common definitions:
(a) all the people living in a particular district, city, etc.; the district, city, etc. where
they live
(b) a group of people living together as a smaller social unit within a larger one, and
having interests, work, etc. in common
(c) a group of nations loosely or closely associated because of common traditions or
for political or economic advantage
(d) society in general; the public
—Webster's New World Dictionary
(Simon & Schuster, 1988)
How would you define our college community?




Building Ethical Fitness 2. Ethics within Communities

John Gardner, the founder of Common Cause, has said: “Where community exists, it
confers upon its members identity, a sense of belonging, a measure of security.” In return,
“the individual gives something back—at the very least, allegiance and some measure of
commitment to the society. . . . That's the deal. You are free within a framework of oblig-
ations—to your family, to loved ones, to community, nation, species.”

How does this concept apply to you and your relationship to your college community?

A community may or may not have physical boundaries or may extend beyond a

geographical space. Describe the boundaries of this college community? Who and what
does this community encompass?




Building Ethical Fitness

within Commuitie

Let's imagine an ideal college community that includes the kinds of attributes and posi-
tive features we all would want to enjoy wherever we might live, study, and socialize.
Our imaginary college has the following qualities. How does our college compare?
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Other attributes of an ideal college?

If you were to describe your college community to an outsider in only two or three sen-
tences, what would you say?

List your community’s assets and liabilities. What observations can you make?

ASSETS

LIABILITIES:

What are the most important things we need to change to improve the quality of life in
our community?
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COMMUNITY INTERVIEW
QUESTIONS

Interviewer:

Person Interviewed:
Date:

1. How long have you worked/lived in this college community?

2. Has the community changed since you first came? If so, how?

3. Have the people seemed to change in any way?

4. What about the students, specifically?

5. Are the problems we have today different from those faced ten or twenty years ago?
If so, how?

6. What's the biggest ethical challenge facing us here today?

7. What do you like most about our community? What makes it special?

8. What do you like least about our community?

9. What's the most important thing we need to change?

10.If you were to volunteer to do only one thing in this community, what would it be?







Building Ethical Fitness

2. Ethics within Communities

ETHICAL BAROMETER ON
COLLEGE CAMPUSES

What do you think? Are ethics at the nation's colleges getting better or worse? Which
way is the ethical barometer moving, up or down?

1. Evidence that the barometer is rising on college campuses:

2. Evidence that the barometer is falling on college campuses:

3. Conclusion: Is the ethical barometer rising or falling on our college campuses? .

4. What can we do to help it rise?
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SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITIES

ETHICS—A SYSTEMS PERSPECTIVE

This activity involves the analysis of ethics using an ecological model.

Using Urie Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory of human development, describe to the
class the ways in which the elements in the micro-, meso-, and macrosystems influence
the development of ethical behavior in any individual and society. Bronfenbrenner and
other systems theorists hypothesize that an individual's thoughts, feelings, and behaviors
develop as a result of interactions among the various components within the individual as
influenced by:

® Physical maturation and bodily functioning
e Stimuli from the environment or context

¢ Feedback from the environment as a result of an individual's overt behavior

Distribute a copy of the model and pose the following questions to students:

1. In what ways do families, schools, religious institutions, and peer groups influ-
ence our ethical decision making?

2. How do our local social institutions and culture affect our sense of what is right
and wrong?

3. How do international events; historical, political, economic, and social changes
in our region of the world; or global environmental changes influence our
ethics?

4. In what ways are all of these systems interconnected? Using an example of any
ethical behavior—e.g., telling the truth when asked by parents if you finished
your homework, paying a fair price for any merchandise you buy or acquire,
forgiving or refusing to forgive someone for a wrong committed against you or
your family—analyze the influence on this behavior of all of the components of
this model and their interactions.

Divide the students into small groups to discuss these questions.




Ethics within Communities

Also, see the following Web sites for more information on Bronfenbrénner:
o hitp.//chiron.valdosta.edu/whuitt/materials/sysmdlc.biml
® hitp://www.valdosta.peachnet.edu/ ~whuitt/psy702/sysmdlbb. btml

o btt.//www.theshop.net/aboatman/edtheory.htm (General human development theory Web
site)

DISCIPLINE/MAJOR ADAPTATION

Assign the Ethical Barometer in My Chosen Profession worksheet provided at the end of
Lesson 1. Ask students to gather information about a profession of interest by reading
professional newsletters and journals, interviewing a professional in their field of interest,
and noting any news reports from the media related to the profession.

Suggested professions to research: Journalism, Law, Politics, Education, Medicine and
Health Care, Mental Health, Religious Leadership, Scientific Research, Computer
Science and Technology, Engineering, Finance, Economics and Marketing, Business
Management, or any other discipline-related profession.

Divide the class into professional-interest groups and have students share perspectives
and evidence of the rise or fall of the ethical barometer in their chosen profession. What
are the challenges each of them will face when they become a member of this profession?




