Appendix

INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ETHICS
P.O. Box 563
Camden, ME 04843

EEmm ASURVEYOF GLOBALVALUES s B B B

Dear Friend and Respondent,
Thank you for taking the time to answer some searching questions about global values.

Civilization and culture are most fundamentally about values. Last year, participants at the State
of the World Forum spoke of “the global spiritual crisis” and “the need for universal moral
values.” This survey seeks your responses on this vital topic.

This project is being carried out by the Institute for Global Ethics in partnership with the State of
the World Forum, the Institute of Noetic Sciences, and the Fetzer Institute, with partial funding
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

This survey booklet has been designed with you in mind. We estimate that it will take about 25
minutes to complete. We hope you find it simple and easy to complete. If you have any questions
or need any assistance interpreting the questions, please call me or Dr. William Loges during the
meeting at our room at the Fairmont.

t}

Please be assured that your replies will be treated conf identially.
Sincerely,

R gk v il

Rushworth M. Kidder
President

ES. Please return your completed booklet to us by using one of the drop boxes outside the
Grand Ballroom, or the drop box in the library on the mezzanine floor.
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W PART 1: VALUES W

A. Below is a list of 15 moral
values. Please look at the
list carefully and place a
check @ next to the five
values that are most
important to you in your
daily life.

Compassion

Devotion

Fairness

Freedom

Honor

Humility

Generosity

Preservation of Nature

Respect for Elders

Responsibility

Reverence for Life

Self-Respect

Social Harmony

Tolerance

QO ooooooooooagoaod

Truth
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N B NN PARTI:VALUES N B B N
B. Please read the statements below and indicate how much you agree or disagree with each :
statement by circling the appropriate number. Strongly Strongly
Disagree Agree
1. People can use values other than my own and
still make what I consider to be ethical decisions. 1 2 3 4 5 6
2. Providing for my family forces me to ;
compromise my values. 1 2 3 4 5 6
3. Itis not possible to be a good citizen of my |
country and still live according to my values. 1 2 3 4 5 6
4. When I have to make decisions about my
family’s future, I can rely on my own values. 1 2 3 4 5 6
£
5. My community rewards me when I live
according to my values. 1 2 3 4 5 6
6. My country’s future will be better if I live
according to my values. 1 2 3 4 5 6 |
7. Living in my community makes it hard to live f
according to my values. 1 2 3 4 5 6 b
C. Again, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements by E
circling the appropriate number.
There are some people in my country whose values are so fundamentally different from mine :
that I wouldn’t want. .. E
Strongly Strongly b
Disagree ' Agree i
I. toinvite one of them to dinner 1 2 3 4 5 6
2. to share a park bench with them 1 2 3 4 5 6
3. my children marrying them 1 2 3 4 5 6
4. to live next door to them 1 2 3 4 5 6
5. to be friends with them 1 2 3 4 B 6
6. to dance with them 1 2 3 4 5 ¢
7. to attend school with them 1 2 3 < 5 6
8. to live at peace with them 1 2 3 4 5 6
Page 1
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D. What sources do you rely on for knowing what is morally right? Please rank the
following from 1-6, where 1 is most important and 6 is least important.

What modern science tells me.
__ What my religious leaders tell me.
_____ What my best friends tell me.
_____What my personal experience in life has taught me.
_ What God’s word tells me.

What the government tells me.
E. How often do you think that decisions made by each of the groups listed below are based

on the same five values you selected on the fold out flap that are important to you?
(Please circle the appropriate number for each group.)

All of
Never the Time

1. ‘Members of your family 1 2 3 4 5 6

2. Educators 1 2 3 4 5 6

3. Clergy 1 2 3 4 5 6

4. Business People 1 2 3 4 5 6

5. Government Officials 1 2 3 4 5 6

6. Military Officers 1 2 3 4 5 6

7. Journalists/Media 1 2 3 < 2] 6

F. How important would you say the five values you listed on the fold out flap are when
vou make decisions about each of the areas listed below? (Please circle the appropriate
number for each decision area.)

Not at all Very
Important Important

1. Raising children 1 2 3 4 9 6

2. Choosing television programs 1 2 3 4 5 6

3. Meeting your religious obligations 1 2 3 4 5 6

4. Deciding what type of job you would accept 1 2 3 4 5 6

5. Deciding what you spend your money on 1 2 3 4 5 6

6. Deciding who to vote for 1 2 3 4 5 6
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W B W W PARTII: DECISIONMAKING H N B N E

Below you will find brief descriptions of situations in which difficult decisions are called for.
Do the best you can to put yourself in the position described, and answer the questions for
each situation. In all cases, assume that the decision must be made in your home country
and in the present.

CASE 1 3
Farmers in your country are using an experimental pesticide. They claim that use of the pesticide fi_
helps people by lowering the cost of food substantially. But some experts claim that the pesticide

may harm people who eat the food treated with it. They have called for banning the pesticide until
it can be proven safe to people.

1. Which of the following actions is closest to the action you would take? Please check one (W

@ Call for government regulation of the pesticide until it is proven to be safe.

BT

00 Support a group that discourages farmers from using the pesticide.
O Support the farmers who wish to use the pesticide.

(3 Demand the pesticide be used.

2. Given what ybu know about this situation, indicate below the statement that best
describes the reason for your decision. Please check one &

O This decision would produce the best outcome for the greatest number of people.
O3 This is what everyone should do in such a situation, regardless of the consequences.

() This is the way I would want to be treated if I were a farmer.

3. Which of the following is the decision you think most other citizens in your country
would make in this situation? Please check one &

O Call for government regulation of the pesticide until it is proven to be safe.
0 Support a group that discourages farmers from using the pesticide. E
O Support the farmers who wish to use the pesticide.

O Demand the pesticide be used. i
Page 3 ,

T e T




60

TR

Global Values, Moral Boundaries

CASE 2
A local charity wants to build an orphanage near your home for 100 very poor children from
elsewhere in the country. Some of your neighbors think this orphanage will put a strain on local
resources such as the water supply, police, and schools. The charity says these children
desperately need shelter and that other communities have already refused to allow the orphanage
to be built.

1. Which of the following actions is the closest to the action you would take?
Please check one &

O Support a group that is protesting against building the orphanage in your community.
O Express welcome to the orphans.

O Consider moving to a new neighborhood.

0 Call on your city government to limit the number of orphans allowed to live in the new home.

2. Given what you know about this situation, indicate below the statement that best
describes the reason for your decision. Please check one &

T This decision would produce the best outcome for the greatest number of people.
O This is what everyone should do in such a situation, regardless of the consequences.
O This is the way I would want to be treated if I were an orphan.

3. Which of the following is the decision you think most other citizens in your country
would make in this case? Please check one &
3 Support a group that is protesting against building the orphanage in their community.
O Express welcome to the orphans.

O Consider moving to a new neighborhood.

O Call on their city government to limit the number of orphans allowed to live in the new home.
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CASE 3
Your community has been plagued with stealing, and many small shops have had to close recently.
At the market one day you see an obviously poor person stealing food. No one else seems aware
of what this person is doing. A sign in the store warns that shoplifters will be fully prosecuted. The
person sees you and realizes that you know what is happening. The person begs you not to tell.
1. Which of the following actions is closest to the action you would take? Please check one ®

O Call the store manager right away.

(3 Wait until the person is gone, then notify the store manager so he can take precautions
for the future.

T Explain to the person why stealing is so bad for the community, and threaten to have the
person arrested if seen stealing again.

O Do nothing.

2. Given what you know about this situation, indicate below the statement that best
describes the reason for your decision. Please check one @

O This decision would produce the best outcome for the greatest number of people.
O This is what everyone should do in such a situation, regardless of the consequences.
T This is the way [ would want to be treated if I were the poor person.

3. Which of the following is the decision you think most other citizens in your country
would make in this situation? Please check one ®

O Call the store manager right away,

O Wait until the person is gone, then notify the store manager so he can take precautions
for the future.

O Explain to the person why stealing is so bad for the community, and threaten to have the
person arrested if seen stealing again.

3 Do nothing.
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CASE 4
You are employed by a company that is replacing many jobs with machines. Even though you are not
at risk, fellow employees in your department are losing their jobs. You discover that a good friend
of yours is part of a group that is intentionally damaging machines in order to try to save jobs.

R T

T

1. Which of the following actions is the closest to the action you would take?
Please check one &

T

=

T —

Tell management your friend is responsible.
Tell management that sabotage is taking place, but without exposing your friend.
Speak privately with your friend and warn him he may be caught.

Take steps to hide evidence of your friend’s guilt. :

B g O a 4

Do nothing.

2. Given what you know about this situation, indicate below the statement that best
describes the reason for your decision. Please check one @
O This decision would produce the best outcome for the greatest number of people.

O This is what everyone should do in such a situation, regardless of the consequences.

e

O This is the way I would want to be treated if [ broke the law at work.
3. Which of the following is the decision you think most other citizens of your country
would make in this situation? Please check one ®
(0 Tell management their friend 1s responsible.
Tell management that sabotage is taking place, but without exposing their friend.
Speak privately with their friend and warn him he may be caught.

Take steps to hide evidence of their friend’s guilt.

a a g a

BT
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Do nothing.
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N N NN PARTIHI:VALUESANDTHEMEDIA B N B N

The next questions are about the role of television in children’s lives. Respond to these
questions based on your knowledge of the television system and programs in your home
country now, and by thinking about children you know in your life. (Please circle the
appropriate number for each group.)

How frequently do you feel television programs do the following?

12.

3.

"Teach children values similar to my own.

Teach children valuable lessons about
their society.

Provide children helpful knowledge
about growing up.

Distract children from better ways to
play when they get together.

Show children proper ways to behave
around other people.

Offer children a good way to relax when
they are alone.

Provide harmful influences on children’s
understanding of how society works.

Offer poor role models for social interaction.

Provide valuable lessons about how children
can spend their money.

Fail to help children understand themselves.

Encourage children to act in ways that
are inappropriate.

Waste the time of children who are watching
TV alone.

Provide a good way for children to have
fun together.

Page 7

Never
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5

Very
Frequently

6
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N N B N PARTIV:VALUES DEFINITION B BN B N

Now look at the five values you chose on the fold out flap as important to you. Looking at the one
value you consider to be most important, please describe in your own words the meaning of that
value to you.

BN W N B PARTV:DEMOGRAPHICS N B B N

Now, a few questions so that we will know something about the people who have completed this
survey. Again, your answers will be kept confidential.

First, how many people, including you, are living
in your home at present? Persons

How many children do you have, regardless of
whether or not they are living in your home at

present? Children

How old are you? Years Old

Are you male or female? O Male E;
O Female %
Page 8
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(Part V continued)

How many years of school have you had?

a o g a

What 1s your occupation?

Global Values, Moral Boundaries

Primary (0-6 yrs.)
Secondary (7-12)
University (13-16)
Postgraduate (17+)

What is your native country?

In what country do you live at the present time?
What language(s) do you speak at home?
What, if any, is your religion?

Would you describe yourself as being:

S S e ey TS ——

Country

Country

O Strongly Religious
O Moderately Religious
O Not Very Religious

O Not at all Religious
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Please use this space to make any comments you would like about this survey:
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Is there a global core of shared
moral values?

This survey, conducted at the State of the World Forum's meeting in San Francisco in
1996, suggests that there is. The 272 survey respondents—representing 40 countries
and more than 50 faith communities—identified a core of values centering strongly on
truth, compassion, and responsibility. This core appears to be largely unaffected by the
respondents’ gender, nationality, native language, or religious affiliation.

It also appears that:
¢ [ndividuals holding the same core values may use different moral
principles to resolve dilemmas.
* Single individuals may engage a variety of moral principles in resolving
different dilemmas.
* Individuals are willing to put their values into practice across a broad
range of moral boundaries.

Interwoven with the survey results are interviews with leading participants in the Forum.

What the participants said:

F ii‘amk [tbe question of eﬂﬂcs] is a very serious issue for the next century, because if we keep the
focus o economic gmw’tb w;ﬁmut putling the focus on hunan development, we may go too slowly.
—Jean-Bertrand Aristide, former preaadem Haiti

“Without really strong moral values and ethical principles, everything tends to go wrong. And that’s

what we're seeing around us in the world today.”
. —Jane Goodall, primatologist, England

I believe the moral and ethical basis of sociely is one of the conditions of its success or failure.”

—Abba Eban, former foreign minister, Israel :

“The esseﬁtual moral values are wniversal. They come from humanity—uot one’s connection to some
otber afﬁ iation, be it national, or religious, or ethnic, or geographical " '
—Mahnaz Atkhami, former minister of state, lran

“Five thousand years ago, it was said in India that the world is one family. In fact, those who
regarded one’s country or society as the only arbiter of values [were said to] trivialize buman
nature, becavse human nature is universal.”

—L M. Singhvi, diplomat, India 8
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