Sources of Authority

he survey also asked respondents to identify the princi-

pal sources of authority they relied on for moral guid-

ance, or (as the survey item put it) "knowing what is
morally right” (questions D1-D6). Six possible sources were
offered to the respondents, and they were asked to rank them
in order from one (most important) to six (least important).

Personal Experience
(74%)

Best Friends (1%)
Modern Science (2%)
Religious Leaders (2%)
Government (0.4%)

The most striking result is the tremendous importance Figure 8
given to personal experience (see Figure 8 and Table 2). God's Rankings of Sources
: : . of Authority as Most

word is a very distant second. Government is far and away the Inportant

least important source (see Figure 9).

Another striking result concerns the number of people
(6 percent) who, apart from personal experience, did not give
a rank to any of the alternative sources of authority. Appar-
ently, many respondents couldn't conceive of any source of
authority outside of themselves.

There was no relationship between any of the demo-
graphic variables and the ranks given to sources of authority.
People of all nations, genders, religions, ages, and education
levels trusted personal experience above all. Not surprising,
however, the more religious the participant, the more God's
word is seen as a source of authority. The more religious the
respondents, the less credit they give to the moral authority of
their own experience, that of their friends, or, especially, that
of government.

Yet there is no significant relationship between religiosity
and crediting religious leaders as sources of authority. The
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religious, even though they are less willing to rely on their
personal experience as a source of moral authority, are not
much more likely than others to rely on religious leaders.
They rely on a more independent knowledge of God. They
may not, then, be that much less independently oriented than
the less religious.

When the value choices respondents made were analyzed
in relation to their ranks of sources of authority, few signifi-
cant relationships were observed. However, those 26 people
who chose Devotion ranked personal experience significantly
lower than those who did not. Similarly, those who chose
Compassion were even less likely than others to rank govern-
ment highly. Choosing Compassion was related to a lower
rank for science, while choosing Self-Respect was related to a

What sources do
you rely on for
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knowing what is -
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Religious Leaders 6 27 53 74 55
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Table 2
Number of People
Ranking a Particular
Source of Authority

as Most Important

Figure 9
Sources of Authority

—from Most to
Least Important

Government
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slightly higher rank for science. Finally, Fairness appeared in
its familiar role as a point of distinction regarding faith in
metaphysics: Choosing Fairness was associated with lower

ranks for religious leaders.

The moral boundary measures in which respondents evalu-
ated the decisions made by others sometimes correlated with
sources of authority. For instance, the tendency to think that
decisions made by clergy reflected one's own values signifi-
cantly correlated with one's view of science as a source of
authority (which tended to be ranked lower) and one's view of
religious leaders (who tended to be ranked higher). Faith that
government officials use one's own values while making deci-
sions was also correlated with higher ranks for government as

a source of authority.

A Crisis of Intellect

he main issue for the human

being is that he [or she] does
not understand the issue of author-
ity. What is the authority that
determines the way you went to
the moon? You did not determine the
means by which you went to the
moon. [ You] discovered the means by
which you went to the moon.
Therefore, the authority for that is
in the scheme of things—in the
universe itself, and not in the
human consciousness.

f the human consciousness
knows how to operate in terms of
the discovery, then you get an out-
come. Qutcomes are either for life
or for death. Those are the two big
givens. Therefore, the issue of
ethics is to make sure that what
you set in motion is written in the
authority of the scheme of
things—and is for the benefit and

for the moving of life into quality.

| think there is a crisis of intel-
lect. People in modern times can-
not abandon themselves, which
really is what the authority
requires—that we become total
people. We cannot abandon any
longer into any of the traditions
that recommend the authority,
namely religion, because there is a
crisis of intellect.

In history we have had only
single people. We've had the
greats, but they have been single.
But the next millennium is the age
of community in which all of us,
the little people, have to do it
[starting with] this generation. [ .
consider myself a member of the
little people. I've never been will-
ing to stand out and be important,
because that is not what the age
requires.

\
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personal growth with
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IN SUMMARY, the choice of source of authority proved to be
related to other responses in ways suggesting that its measure-
ment has some validity. Religious people replied to questions
about their source of authority as we would expect. Fairness,
which has come to be associated with a somewhat secular out-
look in other analyses, also is related to source of authority in
a predictable fashion.

But the more general validation of this measure is the blunt
finding that these respondents have so much faith in their own
experiences. To be sure, participants in the State of the World
Forum are people of significant talent and accomplishment.
One would expect them to rely on their own judgment and
experience to determine right from wrong. Many of them, in
fact, are people whom others rely on as sources of moral

authority.
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