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Mike's Align 

by Rushworth M. Kidder 

The other day I stopped by our local garage, a 

trim, gray-stained, three-bay affair hugging 

the verge of Route 1. With the Maine winter 

not far off, I needed Mike to put the snow 
tires on my car. I'd also run over a parking-lot 

curb one misty night the week before, so I 
thought I'd talk to him about an alignment. 

I pulled around to the side where he keeps his 

55-gallon waste oil drums, painted in

different colors and lined up like a rank of
pudgy toy soldiers, and recalled that I used to
see Mike a lot more often. Back in the 1970s,
our family owned a succession of station
wagons that regularly went out of alignment.

You'd touch a curb or hit a patch of potholes,
and the front end would immediately develop

a case of the wobbles. If you didn't visit Mike
pretty regularly, you'd soon be looking at
some oddly worn treads and a bill for two

new tires.

But for years I hadn't thought about 

alignments. Why not? Maybe, despite my 
recent nocturnal encounter, I was driving 

better. Maybe there were fewer potholes -­
though you couldn't prove that by the road up 
to our house. Or maybe the cars we'd owned recently were better engineered. Whatever the reason, I 

couldn't recall when I last had to change tires because of those lopsided bald patches. 

I went inside, and Mike and I set a time for an appointment. As I was leaving his sign caught my eye. 
"Mike's Align & Repair," it said, offering customers a distinction I hadn't focused on before. When 
something's damaged or broken, you fix it. But when something's in fine shape but a bit out of whack, you 

bring it back into line. Mike knows the difference between aligning and repairing, and he won't charge you 

for a replacement when all you need is an adjustment. That's what has earned him so many loyal 
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